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CONSTITUTION  

ARTICLE I  

NAME AND OBJECTIVES  

SECTION 1.          The club name shall be the MidSouth Boykin Spaniel Retriever Club 
(MSBSRC) herein after called the Club.   

SECTION 2. OBJECTIVES 

(a) To encourage and promote the breeding of purebred Boykin Spaniel retrievers; to do 
all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection. 

(b)  To encourage the use of trained Boykin Spaniel retrievers while hunting, thereby 
preserving game.  

(c) To protect and advance the interest of the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike 
competition at hunting tests. 

(d) To conduct Club hunting tests as closely as possible to hunting situations.  
(e) To publish a newsletter for our membership, keeping them informed as to the 

outcome of each hunting test. It shall also inform the membership of other items of 
interest.  

SECTION 3.           The Club shall not be conducted for profit and no part of any profits 
or remainder from dues or donations to the Club shall benefit any Club member.   

SECTION 4.          Club members may revise and amend the Constitution and By-Laws 
as may be required to better carry out these objectives.  

BYLAWS  

ARTICLE I  

CLUB YEAR AND ANNUAL MEETING  

SECTION 1.          The Club fiscal year shall begin June 1st and end May 31th of the 
following year.  

SECTION 2.          ANNUAL MEETING The annual Club meeting shall be held at the 
end of the hunting test in June of each year. At this meeting, the newly elected members 
of the Board of Directors shall be announced. The Club's meeting place and time shall be 
decided upon by the President or by majority vote of the Board of Directors. The Club 
Secretary will mail a notice to each member stating the time and place of such meeting. 
Said notice must be given at least ten (10) days in advance of the meeting. The quorum 
for Club meetings shall be twenty percent (20%) of the members in good standing.  
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ARTICLE II 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP  

SECTION 1.   (a) Application for membership is open to all persons age twelve 
(12) and above who are interested in the perpetuation of the Club. Applications may be 
obtained from the Club Secretary. Upon completion of application and payment of dues, 
applicant will be considered a member in good standing provided a simple majority of the 
Board of Directors do not reject the application within thirty (30) days of its inception. 
Should an application be rejected, the Club Secretary, by registered mail, shall give 
written notice to the applicant together with a complete refund of dues within ten (10) 
days of the date of rejection. 

(a) There shall be one type of membership. Said membership shall include the member 
and all dependents in his/her household.  

(b)  The rate of membership dues shall be set by the board. During the first week of June, 
the Club Treasurer shall, by mail, send each member a statement of his/her dues for 
the upcoming year. 

(c)  Benefits of Club members shall include but not be limited to: one vote at all Club 
meetings and elections, reduced entry fees at Club hunting tests, and receipt of the 
newsletter. 

(d) No member may vote whose dues are not paid for the current year.  

SECTION 2.          TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP. Memberships may be 
terminated by:  
(a) LAPSING: A membership will be considered lapsed if a member's dues remain 
unpaid thirty (30) days after the first day of the fiscal year. The Board of Directors may 
by majority vote grant an extension if they deem necessary. Any person whose 
membership has lapsed must reapply to the Club Secretary for reinstatement. 
(b) SUSPENSION: Club members may be suspended as provided for herein under 
Article IV, Section 3.  

ARTICLE III  

DISCIPLINE  

SECTION 1.           CHARGES. Any member may prefer charges against any Club 
member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the best interest of the Club. Written 
charges with specification must be filed in duplicate with the Club Secretary together 
with a deposit of fifty dollars ($50) that shall be forfeited if such charges are not 
sustained. Upon filing of charges, the Board shall have not less than fourteen (14) or 
more than thirty (30) days to set a date for a Board Hearing. The Secretary upon receipt 
of these charges shall have not more than five (5) days to send one (1) copy of the 
charges to the accused member by registered mail together with a notice stating the time  
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and place of the Board Hearing. Said notice must inform the accused member of his/her 
right to appear in his/her own behalf and to present witnesses.  

SECTION 2.           BOARD HEARING. The purpose of the Board Hearing shall be to 
hear all evidence and testimony pertinent to the charges against the Club member. It shall 
be the complainants obligation to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the conduct of the 
accused member has had or will have a detrimental effect on the Club or the Boykin 
Spaniel. Immediately after hearing all testimony, the Board shall make a recommendation 
to drop all charges or to proceed with disciplinary action. Should the Board recommend 
to take action, it will immediately go into executive session at which time a vote by secret 
ballot will be held to determine if the suspension shall be for loss of all or part of the 
member's Club privileges. Upon completion of this vote, the Board shall notify all parties 
of their decision.  

SECTION 3.           SUSPENSION. Suspension of a member may be accomplished only 
after and as a direct result of evidence gathered at a Board Hearing. It shall take a simple 
majority vote of the Board of Directors to suspend a Club member. The Board shall have 
complete authority to suspend any part of the member's privileges including, but not 
limited to, participation in Club sponsored hunting tests. Should the Board recommend to 
suspend all of a member's Club privileges, a special Club meeting must be held within 
thirty (30) days of recommendation. All of a member's privileges may be suspended only 
at a special meeting of the club following a Board Hearing. The Board's recommendation 
of suspension shall be upheld unless two thirds (2/3) of the members vote against the 
suspension at this special Club meeting. Suspended members may reapply for 
reinstatement at the beginning of the fiscal year following the expulsion unless otherwise 
stipulated by the Board.  

ARTICLE IV 

VOTING AND ELECTIONS  

SECTION 1.           VOTING  
(a) A membership is entitled to one (1) vote at Club meetings and elections.  
(b) Only members in good standing are allowed to vote. A member will be considered in 
good standing provided he/she is not indebted to the Club.  
(c) Voting may be by secret ballot.  

SECTION 2.           ELECTIONS  
(a) Any Club member in good standing is eligible for nomination to the Board. 
Candidates receiving the majority of votes cast shall be declared elected. 
(b) Nominations must be submitted to and received by the Club Secretary no later than 
6:00 p.m. May 15th of each year.  
(c) Prior to being mailed, each ballot shall be initialed by the Club Secretary and one 
other person from the general membership selected by the Board.  
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(d) The Club Secretary shall mail out paper ballots to each member on or before May 
15th of each year. In order to be counted, Club members must return their ballots by 6:00 
p.m. May 31th of each year.  
(e) On May 31th of each year the Club Secretary together with one Club member 
designated by the Board will tabulate all ballots. Upon completion of the vote count, the 
Secretary shall inform all candidates as to the outcome of the election.  
(f) Results of the election shall be announced to the membership at the Annual Meeting.  
(g) The Secretary shall retain all ballots for sixty (60) days for the purpose of inspection 
by any Club member so inclined.  

ARTICLE V 

MEETINGS  

SECTION 1            SPECIAL CLUB MEETINGS. Special Club meetings may be called 
by the President or by simple majority vote of the Board of Directors which are present 
and voting at any meeting. Special Club meetings may also be called by the Secretary by 
having received a petition signed by no less than eight (8) Club members; this petition 
must state the purpose for such meeting. When a special Club meeting is called, the 
President or the simple majority of the Board will state a time and place for the meeting 
and the Secretary will mail a notice to each member at least five (5) but not more than 
fifteen (15) days prior to said meeting. The quorum for these meetings shall be twenty 
percent (20%) of the Club members in good standing.  

SECTION 2            BOARD MEETINGS. Meetings of the Board of Directors will be 
called by the President or by simple majority vote of the Board. Meeting of the Board 
will be held at a time and place selected by the President or by simple majority vote of 
the Directors. The Club President shall preside at these meetings. The Club Secretary 
shall send written notice to each Board member at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting 
stating the time and place of the meeting. The quorum for all Board meetings shall be a 
simple majority of the Board. 
(a) Club members are allowed to attend Board meetings but cannot enter into discussion 
unless recognized by the Board.  
(b) The Board, by simple majority of those present and voting, may enter into executive 
session at which time any Club member present shall be asked to excuse himself/herself.  

ARTICLE VI 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

SECTION 1            CLUB MEETINGS. The President shall preside at these meetings, 
The order of business shall be as follows: Minutes of the last meeting, Report of the 
Secretary, Report of the Treasurer, report of Committees, Unfinished business, New 
business, Adjournment.  
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SECTION 2            BOARD MEETINGS. The President shall preside at these meetings. 
The order of business shall be as follows: Minutes of the last meeting, report of the 
Treasurer, Unfinished business, Report of the Committees, New business, Adjournment.  

ARTICLE VII 

DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

SECTION 1            BOARD OF DIRECTORS. The Board shall be made up of the 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and seven members at large and will serve 
in their respective capacities with regard to both Club and Board meetings.  
(a) Each Board member will serve one (1) three (3) year term. After the completion of 
one (1) term, the member must sit out one (1) year before being eligible to run again.  
(b) Officers of the Board/Club shall serve in their capacity for one (1) year terms but may 
be re-elected.  
 

SECTION 2            DUTIES  
(a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and Board as well as call all 
hunting tests.  
(b) The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the event of his/her 
absence or death.  
(c) The Secretary shall keep a written record of all meetings. He/she shall be responsible 
for notifying members of meetings, notifying Directors of their election to office, keeping 
membership records and other duties as prescribed in these by-laws.  
(d) The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining an accurate written record of all 
monetary transactions conducted on behalf of the Club. He/she shall receive all Club 
money and promptly deposit all receipts into a Board approved bank account in the name 
of the Club. The Treasurer shall render a written account of the Club's finances at each 
meeting of the Club or Board. Upon the close of the fiscal year, he/she shall prepare a 
written annual report and submit it together with all records to the Board of Directors on 
or before June 10th of each year. Club records kept by the Treasurer are subject to 
inspection and/or audit as the Board deems necessary but shall be audited at the close of 
each fiscal year. Said audit shall be performed by an Audit Committee consisting of two 
(2) members selected by the Board. The Audit Committee shall in turn prepare an audit 
report and make relevant recommendations to the Board.  

SECTION 3            VACANCIES  
(a) Any vacancies occurring on the Board during the year shall be filled for the unexpired 
term by nominations from the Board followed by a simple majority vote of all members 
of the Board at its first meeting following the creation of such vacancy. Should two (2) or 
more years remain on the unexpired term, member shall be treated as if he/she had served 
a full term; therefore, he/she will not be eligible for election until sitting off for one (1) 
year.  
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(b) Should the office of the President become vacant, it shall automatically be filled by 
the Vice President. All other vacant offices shall be filled by the Board's simple majority 
vote.  
(c) Any Board member may be removed for cause upon an affirmative vote of a majority 
of the members of the Board then serving. Cause shall be presumed to exist if a Board 
member has failed to be in attendance at more than fifty percent of the meetings of the 
Board of Directors held during any continuous twelve month period and duly called in 
accordance with Section 2 of Article VI.  

ARTICLE VIII 

COMMITTEES  

SECTION 1.           The President and/or Board may appoint committees to help the Club 
in projects such as hunting tests, trophies and ribbons, or any other causes which the 
President and/or Board deem necessary. These committees are always subject to the final 
approval of the simple majority of the Board  

ARTICLE IX 

AMENDMENTS  

SECTION 1.          Amendments to the Constitution and by-laws may be proposed by a 
simple majority vote of the Board of Directors or by written petition signed by fifteen 
(15) Club members addressed to the Secretary. All proposals shall be voted on by the 
membership. Amendments shall be passed by two thirds (2/3) of those members voting.  

SECTION 2.            VOTING  
(a) All proposed constitutional amendments shall be addressed and delivered to the Club 
Secretary.  
(b) All proposed amendments will be voted on by secret mail ballots.  
(c) Upon receipt of each proposal, the Secretary shall have ten (10) days to prepare a 
ballot and submit same to each member. The Secretary together with one (1) member 
chosen by the Board shall initial each ballot prior to mailing.  
(d) Club members shall have at least ten (10) but not more than fifteen (15) days to return 
their ballot. The Board of Directors shall set a date and time for all ballots to be returned. 
Votes received after said date and time will not be counted.  
(e) The Secretary together with one (1) person selected by the Board shall tabulate ballots 
promptly upon the close of the vote.  
(f) Results of the vote shall be announced to the membership within forty five (45) days 
of the close of the vote.  
(g) The Secretary will retain all ballots for sixty (60) days for the purpose of inspection 
by any Club member so inclined.  
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ARTICLE X  

CLUB MAIL AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS  

SECTION 1.           CLUB MAIL. All Club mail shall be sent out by first class U.S. mail 
or electronic email.    

SECTION 2.           CHANGE OF ADDRESS. It shall be the sole responsibility of the 
member to provide the Club with any address change. All address changes must be 
submitted in writing to the Club Secretary to ensure receipt of Club mail. 

ARTICLE XI  

DISSOLUTION 

SECTION 1.           The Club may be dissolved at any time by written consent of no less 
than two thirds (2/3) of the members. In the event of dissolution, the first step taken shall 
be the payment of all Club debts. Any assets left over shall be donated to a charitable 
organization or organizations for the benefit of Boykin Spaniels as selected by the Board 
of Directors.   
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ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

We, the undersigned, are all of the initial directors or incorporators of this corporation, and 
we consent to, and hereby do, adopt the foregoing Constitution and Bylaws, consisting of 8 
preceding pages, as the Constitution and the Bylaws of this corporation. 

Dated: __________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 
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